
TAKING A STAND- JOHN THE BAPTIST  

SUPPLY LIST 

 

Day 1: 

2- 24-piece puzzles 

 

Day 2: 

2- Bowls of approximately 5 apples and 5 oranges each 

2- Empty bowls 

10-15 random various leaves and twigs for each bowl 

2- bandanas/ blindfolds 

 

Day 3: 

Charades Cards (found below) cut apart 

 

 

 

 

 

Decorating a 

Christmas tree 

 

 

Singing 

Christmas 

carols 

 

Wrapping 

Christmas 

presents 

 

Setting up a 

nativity scene 

 

 

Making a 

gingerbread 

house 

Hanging 

stockings on 

the fireplace 

mantel 

 

Christmas 

shopping 

 

Baking 

Christmas 

cookies 



TAKING A STAND – DAY 1 

JOHN THE BAPTIST 

LUKE 1 
 

BIBLE STUDY LESSON #1 

Refer to pages 8-9 of camper booklet; the answers for these pages are included in this study guide.  

Bold type in this study guide are statement answers for page 8.  Definitions for the definition 

scramble on page 8 are in {brackets}. 
 

1) Puzzle Race.  Beforehand, remove a piece from the puzzle(s) so the puzzle(s) may not be 

completed.  Have 4-5 campers work a puzzle together.  IF you have 2 puzzles, groups may race 

to see who can complete their puzzle the fastest.  Once the groups have completed their 

puzzles, with the exception of the mission piece, explain that we are much like this puzzle- 

different families, backgrounds, locations, situations- all pieced together to make the 

complete whole picture of “me.”  However, no matter how “complete” we may think our 

puzzle may appear, our puzzle, our life is not complete without Jesus.  Reveal the missing 

pieces to your campers and ask… is He the missing piece to your puzzle?  Let’s look this week 

at some of the puzzle pieces in the life of John the Baptist.  Did you know the story of John the 

Baptist can be found in all 4 Gospels {Good News}?  What are the 4 Gospels? (Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, John) Briefly check these verses out- Matt. 11:11, Mark 1:4, Luke 3:16, John 1:6-8.  

BRIEFLY summarize on these verses & point out that yes, John the Baptist is indeed mentioned 

in all 4 Gospels… the main point being for campers to dig themselves to confirm 

independently what someone is telling them AND to familiarize themselves with the location 

of the Gospels.  We will camp out in these books for this study this week. 
 

2)  TAKE A STAND because GOD’S TIMING in our lives is PERFECT.  Recruit campers to read 

aloud Luke 1:5-7, 11-19 & 39-41.  John’s days were destined by the Lord.  He was born with a 

specific purpose & timing in history.  God knew exactly when John needed to be born, though 

it didn’t make sense to his parents at the time.  John’s mother Elizabeth had been barren 

{unable to have a child} for many years; she was old when she became pregnant with John.  

Yet God’s timing was not late or early; it was right on time.  God knew that John needed to be 

the forerunner {someone who precedes the coming of someone else} of Christ at this specific 

time in History.  God knew & numbered all of John’s days before he was even born!  He was a 

relative to Jesus Himself.  And in that very significant visit of Mary to Elizabeth’s home to 

announce her own miraculous pregnancy, the Bible says that the baby leaped in her womb & 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  Even before his birth, John’s purpose was being 

aligned.  God was calling!  Ask a camper to read Luke 1:57-66.  John’s parents, Zechariah & 



Elizabeth recognized the clear calling of the Lord on their son.  They embraced it & 

encouraged God’s purposes to be fulfilled through their child.  Normally in that day, the 

firstborn son would be named after the father or would receive at least a family name.  But 

both parents honored the words given to them by the angel Gabriel who had announced 

John’s birth.  Luke 1:63 says, “His name is John.”  The Biblical definition of the name John 

means {God is gracious; the Lord has been merciful}.  It exudes strength, knowledge & 

kindness.  Read Luke 1:76-77 & 80.  God’s calling on John’s life is beginning to unfold!  John 

grew up strong in spirit, & he answered God’s call & lived with clear direction.  Prophets 

{God’s servants who take God’s message to the people} were known to use the isolation of 

the desert to grow spiritually over time & to focus their message on God.  By living apart from 

the culture in preparing for ministry, John was able to speak with great passion & clarity to the 

people of that day.  TAKE A STAND because God has a SPECIFIC CALLING and PURPOSE for 

our LIVES today.  (**be mindful & sensitive of campers who may live in a conflicted home life 

& don’t understand God’s purpose of living in such an environment**) 
 

3) Quick Q Review 

A)  What made the birth of John so special? (Zechariah & Elizabeth were both well 

advanced in age, & Elizabeth had been unable to become pregnant.  Also how special 

for Elizabeth & Mary, the mother of Jesus, to be pregnant at the same time!) 

B) What does John’s name mean? (God is gracious & the Lord has been merciful) 

C) Where did John go to isolate himself & learn to grow & focus on God? (The desert) 

D) What was the special calling God put on John’s life? (To be the forerunner & prepare 

the people for the coming of Christ) 

E) What are the 4 Gospels? (Matthew, Mark,  Luke, John) 

 

4) Reflect & Respond.  So what about me?  Turn to page 9 in your book.  Write the letters of your 

first name on each blank on the left to create your own personal acrostic poem.  Take a few 

moments to quietly reflect on who God is creating YOU to be.  Do you know what He has 

called you to be?  It’s ok if you are still discovering this!  Next to each letter of your name, 

write a positive attribute, characteristic, special talent or calling you feel God has blessed you 

with that begins with each corresponding letter of your name. 
 

5) Close in personal quiet prayer- Lord, thank You for the perfect timing of my life and thank You 

for giving my life a special calling.  Please help me discover and embrace the purpose You have 

for me.  Amen. 

  



TAKING A STAND – DAY 2 

JOHN THE BAPTIST 

MATTHEW 3 
 

BIBLE STUDY LESSON #2 

Refer to pages 14-15 of camper booklet; the answers for these pages are included in this study guide.  

Bold type in this study guide are statement answers for page 14.   

1)  Before beginning, mix together in one bowl- 5 apples, 5 oranges & 10-15 various twigs & 

leaves.  Repeat these steps creating a 2nd bowl of the same.  Create 2 teams of 5 campers 

each.  One member of each team should be blindfolded.  The 2 teams should line up at one 

side of the room opposite the bowls of fruit.  Give each team an empty bowl.  Upon GO, the 

teams must guide their blindfolded teammate to the bowl of fruit using vocal commands only.  

Once the blindfolded teammate is at their bowl of fruit, that teammate must feel for the fruit.  

One by one, that teammate then soft tosses a single piece of fruit to each of their teammates.  

Teammates must catch the pieces of fruit and place in their empty bowl, leaving the twigs & 

leaves in the bowl.  The first team to retrieve all their pieces of fruit wins.  (More on this at the 

end of today’s lesson) 

2) TAKE A STAND because God gives us the POWER to keep our HEART and MINDS set on 

CHRIST, even in DESERT days.  Let’s begin by reading together Matthew 3:1- 6.  John 

continued on his mission.  He didn’t let anything get in his way, but kept his heart set on 

Christ.  His clothing & diet were simple; he wasn’t loaded down with the cares & desires of 

this world.  How would you like to wear camel hair for your clothes & eat locusts & honey for 

your food?  Sounds pretty strange, right?  All John cared about was preaching & telling people 

about God.  It’s okay for us to look nice & have nice things, but we have to make sure that 

the most important thing to us is our RELATIONSHIP with GOD & doing WHAT GOD wants 

US TO DO.  He lived in the desert & lived his days with specific purpose.  John began preaching 

in the desert of Judea saying, “Repent {to feel great remorse for one’s wrongdoing & turn 

away from sin & turn towards God}, because the Kingdom of Heaven has come close to us.”  

John was telling the people that Jesus had been born and He was coming close to us.  Even 

when it wasn’t easy, John obeyed and didn’t allow his own desires, or “stuff,” or even the 

Pharisees {religious leaders who thought they were better than anyone else} to interfere with 

what he knew he was there to do.  People from all over came to hear John preach & to be 

baptized by him in the Jordan River.  When John saw the Pharisees, what did he tell them?  

Let’s read Matt. 3: 7-12. What do you think it means to produce good fruit for God?  To 

produce good fruit means to do the good things that God wants you to do.  It’s like we’re a 

tree & if we’ve repented, if we’ve turned from our sin, then the things that we do, our fruit, 



will be good.  Producing good FRUIT means OBEYING God, making good CHOICES and doing 

good THINGS for GOD.  But what if we haven’t repented?  What if we’re still doing wrong 

things all the time?  John says that every tree- that means every person- who does not 

produce good fruit- who does not do the right things- will be cut down.  So, we need to repent 

& turn towards God, so we can live how God wants us to.  TAKE A STAND because HUMILITY 

and OBEDIENCE to God MATTER more than what OTHERS THINK of us.   John was a strong & 

humble leader.  Even though many came to hear & see John preach, he didn’t let that make 

him become proud or self-focused.  He preached repentance of sins, pointing others to the 

Savior that he knew he needed too. 

It’s kind of like how we chose the good fruit in our game but didn’t choose the leaves & twigs.  God 

wants us to produce good fruit for Him.  If we don’t, we’ll be like useless leaves & twigs.  And what 

about our blindfolded teammate?  How did he/she know where to go?  Even though they could not 

see ahead of them, they had to listen, trust & obey their teammates… just like John did, God wants us 

to listen, trust & obey Him. 

3) Quick Q Review 

A) What did John wear & eat in the desert? (He wore camel hair & ate locusts & honey.) 

B) Where did John preach & baptize those who repented? (the Jordan River) 

C) Who was the man John said would come after him?  (Jesus) 

D) In your own words, what does it mean to “repent?” (Answers may vary but should 

ultimately translate to turning away from their sin & following God.) 

4) Reflect & Respond.  These are found in the camper booklet on page 15.  These questions are 

personal and reflective Qs for students to answer themselves, not aloud, unless, of course, 

they have questions or need sponsor counseling. 

5) Close in prayer- Lord, thank You for sending John the Baptist to teach us how to prepare our 

hearts for Jesus, and thank You for sending Jesus to live a perfect life & die the death that we 

deserve so we could be forgiven.  Help us to turn from the wrong things that we do and 

repent.  And help us to do what we can to prepare the way for other people to believe in You.  

Amen. 

  



TAKING A STAND – DAY 3 

JOHN THE BAPTIST 

JOHN 1 AND MARK 1 
 

BIBLE STUDY LESSON #3 

Refer to pages 20-21 of camper booklet; the answers for these pages are included in this study guide.  
Bold type in this study guide are statement answers for page 20.   

 

1)  Let’s play Charades!  Beforehand, cut apart the Charades cards found on the Bible Study 
Lessons Supply List.  Choose one camper to draw a slip of paper descriptions.  The camper will 
silently act out the description for the campers to guess their action.  The camper who 
guesses correctly gets to be the next to act out the next card.  These are all things you might 
do to prepare for Christmas.  After a few rounds, ask campers how they feel about preparing 
for Christmas.  Most will likely find it hard to contain their joy & excitement.  We’ve learned 
this week that John had a big job… to prepare the way for Jesus.  Sometimes our best made 
Christmas plans don’t go as expected.  Preparing the way for Jesus wasn’t always a cakewalk 
for John either.  But just as we remember our purpose to celebrate Christmas, John 
remembered his purpose… as we should also remember we have a greater purpose too.  So 
let’s see how the story of John concludes today.  Though John’s story comes to a tragic 
ending, like we learned from Day 1, we must look at the completed puzzle of John’s life, not 
just one puzzle piece at a time. 

2) TAKE A STAND because our MISSION in this life is to POINT OTHERS to CHRIST.  Let’s begin by 
reading together John 1:15- 28.  John didn’t let anything get in his way, but kept his heart set 
on Christ.  He knew his purpose was to POINT OTHERS to Christ, & he was OBEDIENT to 
God’s purpose.  Many people asked John who he really was.  They wondered if he was the 
promised Messiah, or Elijah, or even a false prophet.  Yet John clearly & firmly answered “No” 
to all of these, & repeatedly pointed others to Christ.  Now let’s read Mark 1: 9-11.  His 
mission was only to give direction towards our Savior.  This is never clearer than when he 
baptized Jesus Himself, at His request, in the Jordan River.  Read John 3: 22-36. Days later an 
argument had developed between some of Johns’ disciples as they saw many people begin to 
follow Jesus.  Jealousy had set in & they were disturbed at the turn of events.  Yet John did not 
give in to that need for “success” in the world’s eyes.  He knew this was no popularity contest.  
When John spoke against King Herod taking his own brother’s wife as his own, Herod had 
John imprisoned.  But John’s purpose remained strong. He was brave & willing to speak truth, 
even if it meant his own death. Yet even in this heartless, cruel plot, John’s death was not in 
vain.  For to live for Christ, to speak truth, to point others to him, is NEVER in vain.  Even when 
things DON’T MAKE SENSE, even in the midst of suffering, tragedy, great loss, & even in 
death, Christ indeed is our LORD & KING.  Lastly, read John 8:36.    John boldly proclaimed 
that Jesus came to set captives free.  “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” And 
Romans 1:16.  If you are free, do not live “ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes.”  TAKE A STAND, because no matter what BATTLES 



we face in this world, there is always TRUE and unending FREEDOM through Christ.  HE 
alone is our HOPE & DELIVERER. 

3) Quick Q Review 

A)  Many people asked John who he really was and was mistaken he was someone else.  
Who did they suspect John might be? (the Messiah, Elijah or a false prophet) 

B) Who came to the Jordan River and specifically requested to be baptized by John? 
(Jesus) 

C) What happened to John when he spoke hard truth to Herod? (He was thrown in 
prison) 

D) According to Rom 1:16, if we are free in Christ, we should never be what? (ashamed of 
the Gospel) 

4) Reflect & Respond.  So what about me?  How have I prepared my heart this week to hear from 
God?  Even if you’ve experienced salvation before coming to camp this week, God has a 
special message for you too!  Take time now to reflect on what you feel that might be.  Maybe 
you need to honor & obey your parents?  Maybe you need to ask for forgiveness from a 
friend?  Choose now to not be ashamed & to take a stand.  Maybe you’ve heard about 
trusting Jesus as your lord & Savior this week but have not made that decision yet.  If this is 
you, turn to page 30 of this book for more guidance & talk to your camp sponsor. 

5) Close in prayer- Lord, thank You for sending Jesus for me.  Help me in this moment to be brave 
& not ashamed to choose & obey You.  I want to go home from camp changed.  Guide me, 
Lord, in my mission to point my family, my friends & others to Christ.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 


